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ANNUAL REPORT 2016 
We respectfully acknowledge the traditional owners of these lands and waters, their spirits and ancestors. 

 

Management Committee 2015-2016 
President:  Mae Adams 

Vice-President:  vacant 

Secretary: Lorraine Norden 

Treasurer: Ken Walker (resigned 6 December 2015) 

Committee members: Marion Kavanagh, Heather Shimmen, Will Norden, Janet Carey, Debbie Birkett, Sue Flere, 

Kevin Cox, Anna Kijek, Lisa Hatfield. 

 

 
 

Broad-leaf Early Nancy Wurmbea latifolia Venus Bay 
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President's Foreword 
This year marks a decade of community volunteer work since the Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula incorporated in 

2006. Though outcomes for environmental advocacy are often measured across longer periods of time, a decade 

provides a useful time frame to consider what has been achieved so far, and a point of reference for where we might 

be heading in future years. 

The popularity of coastal environments makes them especially complex to manage for environmental protection as 

the influx of holiday visitors and the desire for development along the coast leave little scope for conserving land 

dedicated to biodiversity. However, there is a growing recognition of the importance of conserving coastal nature 

especially wetlands, saltmarsh and Coast Banksia Woodland environments. In recent years this recognition has 

helped to bolster our volunteer efforts to "push back" against the damaging cumulative effects of human 

disturbance across the peninsula, and to continue to claim space for wildlife and plants. 

Looking back on what has been achieved I am heartened by the resilience of the group, both our members who 

continue to support us and the management committee. With few material resources and a lot of passion and 

commitment the achievements of the group have been significant, with measurable improvements to the natural 

landscapes of Venus Bay Peninsula achieved to the benefit of wildlife, residents and visitors.  

With funding and in-kind support for volunteer groups diminishing and the global environmental position 

increasingly despairing, it is cathartic to take positive action locally and work together to make a difference.  I would 

like to extend a big thank you to our supporters, members and friends, especially committee members over the 

decade who have worked hard to achieve the results we benefit from today.  

Mae Adams, President 2016 

 

 

Victorian Coastal Council Award for Excellence 2009: Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula  
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Projects and Activities 2015-2016 
 

The Committee and membership have continued to deliver ongoing projects and other activities that foster our 

objective of protecting and enhancing the biodiversity of the Venus Bay peninsula. The success of our projects is due 

to the huge volunteer effort of our members and the support of our project partners. Thank you to all. 

Projects 
Co-operative Fox Control Program 

Venus Bay Indigenous Gardens, Sites A&B 

Beach 1 Car Park 

Hooded Plover monitoring and protection 

Bridal Creeper control program 

Seal the Loop 

FVBP website and Facebook 

Plant of the month – Matter of Fact 

Pipi advocacy 

Salt marsh revegetation at bird hide and jetty, Anderson Inlet 

Save our Reserves: Community land stewardship at Venus Bay 

Activities 
Working bee Coast Banksia Woodland site November 1 2015 
Christmas break-up and BBQ at Anderson Inlet jetty December 6 2015 

Clean Up Australia Day working bee March 6 2016 

Combined FVBP and VBCC Koala Tree Project stall at Tour de Tarwin, Easter Saturday March 26 2016 

Trip to Cranbourne Botanic Gardens to celebrate 10th anniversary May 8 2016 

Walk in Tarwin Lower Flora and Fauna Reserve July 3 2016 

Working bee, clean-up and sausage sizzle Beach 1 car park September 4 2016 

 

 
Dusky fingers Caladenia fuscata new species for Venus Bay 
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Photos by Mae from orchid walk in Tarwin Lower Flora and Fauna Reserve July 2016 
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Co-operative Fox Control Program 2015 – 16 

The Venus Bay Co-operative Fox Control Program was initiated in 2007 by Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula with the 

support of private landholders, public land managers, South Gippsland Landcare Network and the community. It has 

succeeded in its purpose to establish a landscape-scale control program along our coast to reduce the devastating 

impact of foxes on native wildlife. Particularly threatened are ground nesting birds, including the EPBC listed Hooded 

Plover that breeds on the beaches within Cape Liptrap Coastal Park. Also at risk are small native mammals in the 

‘critical weight’ range, 35 gms – 5 ½ kgs, such as bandicoot, dunnart, possum and antechinus species. 

The program has been ongoing for eight years and continues to achieve good results. From July 2015 to June 2016, 

four trapping pulses were conducted yielding a catch of 23 foxes. This brings the total caught since October 2007 to 

386 foxes and 10 feral cats. Ongoing control has been effective in disrupting the fox breeding cycle and keeping the 

population on the peninsula at a low level.    

Community reporting of fox sightings or signs via our FoxWatch program has helped to target remaining animals and 

new ones that move in to claim territory after each pulse. 

The Fox Control Program is improving the chances of Hooded Plovers breeding successfully by reducing the risk of 

predation on eggs and chicks during the breeding season, August to April. 

Monitoring for the recovery of small native mammals is conducted on the peninsula by infra-red cameras operating 

on private properties and by landowner observations.  Swamp Antechinus was discovered here in 2011 by Marion 

Kavanagh (confirmed by Museum Victoria). These small ground-dwelling animals are very vulnerable to fox 

predation and are listed as threatened under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. Since 2011 five specimens have 

been found though none were reported this year. 

During the year we have continued to work in partnership with Parks Victoria and South Gippsland Landcare 

Network to maintain ongoing control along the coast south of Venus Bay to Walkerville and in the farmland 

adjoining Cape Liptrap Coastal Park. Methods used include baiting, shooting and trapping.  

We thank Peter Wright, our trapping contractor, for his professionalism and commitment to the program and 

gratefully acknowledge funding support from the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning and South 

Gippsland Shire Council.  

 

Fox in bushland at Venus Bay 
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Venus Bay Indigenous Gardens, Site A, Venus Bay Community Centre 
The signage and indigenous plantings at this site continue to be an educational resource for residents seeking advice 
on plants suitable for their gardens. 

Venus Bay Indigenous Gardens, Site B Coast Banksia Woodland 
This site is maturing each year, with a number of 

indigenous species, including orchids reappearing.  

 
                                          Working bee held November 1 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beach 1 Car Park revegetation 
In 2016 volunteer work continues on the revegetation of Beach 1 Car Park, Cape Liptrap Coastal Park, 
Venus Bay. Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula have been working on this site since 2009 and the plantings are 
now well established. Unfortunately, weeds are also thriving aided by the inevitable disturbance from 
vehicle and pedestrian traffic over summer. 

 A working bee to remove weeds and repair protective 
fencing was held in September 2016, with more working 
bees to come in future. Due to cut backs in Parks Victoria 
funding there is currently no Park Victoria support 
available to help maintain this site.  

Beach 1 Car Park 2009 (left) and 2016 (below) 
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Hooded Plover monitoring and protection 2015-16 
The Hooded Plover (eastern) Thinornis rubricollis rubricollis has recently been included on the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) threatened species list. Currently in Victoria the 

Hooded Plover is listed as Threatened under the DSE Advisory List of Threatened Vertebrate Fauna in Victoria 2007 

supplementing the Flora and Fauna Guarantee (FFG) Act 1988. There are currently only around 550 birds remaining 

in Victoria. 

 

Volunteers from the Friends continued to work closely with BirdLife Australia staff and Parks Victoria over the 

Hooded Plover summer breeding period to monitor and protect the birds from many threats including disturbance 

by holiday crowds and non-compliance of dog regulations.  

 

Last season was a good season for Hooded Plover breeding when considered in context with previous years. 
 
Venus Bay 
Pair 3S - 3 fledglings and all flagged 
Pair S4 - 1 fledgling 
Point Smythe Pair - late stage chick observed, but unconfirmed if fledged. 
 
Waratah Bay 
Chicken Rocks Pair - 1 fledgling 
Sandy Point / Shallow Inlet sand spit 
3 pairs on spit with 4 fledglings between them 
Wilson Promontory 
Picnic Bay - 3 fledglings 
Nooramunga Marine & Coastal Parks 
1 confirmed fledgling on Dream Island 
 
Total 
13 confirmed 
1 unconfirmed 

A Hooded Plover Workshop was held at Inverloch in September 2016 and several FVBP members attended. The 

biennial Hooded Plover official count weekend is scheduled for November 19-20 2016, so mark that in your 

calendars and let Jonathon Stevenson, Ranger -Marine Programs I South Gippsland Marine and Coastal Parks know if 

you are interested in helping.  

T +61 3 8427 2601 / 0417 512 180 I E jonathon.stevenson@parks.vic.gov.au 

Parks Victoria 

Foster 

PO Box 91, Foster VIC 3960 

www.parks.vic.gov.au 

 

There is an urgent need for more people to come 

and volunteer for the next season, to get more data 

on these pairs, and see how they fare in the 

upcoming season.  

 

 

  
 

 

tel:%2B61%203%208427%202601
tel:0417%20512%20180
mailto:jonathon.stevenson@parks.vic.gov.au
http://www.parks.vic.gov.au/
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Weed Control - Bridal Creeper Asparagus asparagoides 

The rust fungus biological control continues to be the front line defence for the management of a Weed of 
National Significance, Bridal Creeper Asparagus asparagoides, at Venus Bay.  

Bridal Creeper is a major environmental weed able to penetrate pristine bushland by seed dispersal from 
birds, foxes and native animals. Each plant is capable of shedding 1,000 seeds per square metre per 
annum, so keeping a watch out for any plants that have the potential to set seed is an important 
monitoring task.  

Many rust infected plants have been hosting the biological control for five years or longer and seed set has 
been dramatically reduced. Eventually the rust fungus will kill the host plant and it is important to tag and 
leave newly rust infected plants annually or biannually to keep the biological control active in the 
landscape over time. 

Hand removal of Bridal Creeper has been greatly reduced with the success of the biological controls. FVBP 
volunteers continue to monitor Bridal Creeper each season (spring to autumn) and we thank all volunteers 
and active landowners for their continued support. 

Below:  
Rust fungus spore water spraying 2008 
Biological control site marker. 
 
 

 

 

Membership Report 

Secretary Lorraine spent many hours updating the membership computer records, after unexpectedly taking on 

treasurer role.  Debbie is now learning the excel database to assist with membership records until a new treasurer is 

appointed.   

Membership for 2015-16 is 96, including Household memberships with at least 2 members.  Membership fees are 

expected to remain stable at the coming AGM:-  $20 for family, $10 per individual and $5 concession.  Fees are then 

due and all payments will be receipted in paper form, for entering onto the database.  

All new and renewing members please complete a registration form with your current contact details, as these tend 

to change. Please note our constitution requires that member details are available for perusal if required, by any 

member of FVBP. 



9 
 

Seal the Loop                                                                                                                                              
Four Seal the Loop bins were installed in April (by Ray, thank you) after a long process of obtaining these from 

Melbourne Zoo, and gaining permission from shire representative.  Thanks again to Sue for her persistence with this 

process.  Locations of bins are at Venus Bay No.1 Beach (cleared by Sue) and three fishing platform sites on Tarwin 

River (cleared by Debbie).   These sites are half way from Venus Bay to Tarwin Lower, Tarwin Lower boat ramp, and 

third fishing platform from Tarwin Lower roundabout.  These add to the original bin at Venus Bay Fisherman’s Jetty 

(cleared by Mae).  Bins are cleared monthly and contents retained for future project; all bins are being used- by 

fishers along the river, inlet and beach- for discarded lines and hooks. A small amount of general litter is left in bins, 

FVBP members use caution when clearing to avoid any potential hook or needle injury.  

 

 
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

         

Seal the Loop bins on the Tarwin River and fisherman’s jetty, Venus Bay and some of the fishing lines and hooks removed. 
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Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula website and Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com.friendsofvenusbaypeninsula/ 

http://www.friendsofvenusbaypeninsula.org.au/ 

FVBP launched a new website and Facebook page this year. 

The website was in development from early 2016 and the process saw both Lorraine Norden and Mae 
Adams undertaking a steep learning curve. Mae offered to oversee the design process, maintain the 
website and manage the Facebook page, however, Mae is still learning the technical skills required and 
updating of information to the website has slowed in recent months. 

The Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula Facebook page has been easy to manage and is proving to be an 
effective way of reaching new people and communicating with members. We have linked the FVBP email 
and website to the Facebook page which makes it easier for people to find membership information and 
RSVP for events and workshops. 

Facebook performance: 

Most popular organic post:  Announcement of grant for Tarwin Wildlife Shelter & Rescue with Koala joey 
image. Reached 656 people so far. Posted on 29/8/2016 

Second most popular organic post: Announcement of 2016 
AGM with image of working bee group. Reached 223 people 
so far. Posted on 11/9/2016 

Boosted post:  We tried a boosted advertising post for the 
Beach 1 planting day working bee on Father's Day 2016. A 
boosted post uses paid advertising to reach more people.  
The audience was targeted to FVBP Facebook friends and 
their friends within a 40 km range of Tarwin Lower. The post 
reached 1,085 people. Posted on 25/8/2016.  Advertising cost 
approx $18.00.                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                  
 
Thanks Mae for all your work. 

                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                  FVBP website home page. 

 
 

 

Plant of the month 
Since November 2013 Lorraine has been writing a ‘Plant of the Month’ segment on behalf of FVBP about one of the 

indigenous plants of Venus Bay, for inclusion in Matter of Fact, the monthly community newsletter. A description of 

the species, its uses in the landscape, habitat value, requirements and propagation method is included, along with 

Aboriginal uses if relevant and other details on how the species was named. The article is then placed on the FVBP 

website.  

http://www.facebook.com.friendsofvenusbaypeninsula/
http://www.friendsofvenusbaypeninsula.org.au/
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Pipi Research 

Dr John Morongiello from Melbourne University School of Biosciences is currently overseeing a three-year 
study of the Venus Bay pipis, which includes on-ground monitoring of pipi populations and examination of 
harvesting impacts.  Dr Morongiello visited Venus Bay in November 2015 to meet with interested 
community representatives, including informally with FVBP Committee members and field work began in 
late 2015.  Below is the latest report from the Project: 

Venus Bay Pipi project update Dr John Morrongiello, University of Melbourne 

•We have now completed the twice a month summer surveys (6 sampling events) and are moving into the 
bimonthly autumn and winter survey period 

•We have repeatedly surveyed locations from Point Smythe to 8km south of beach access point 1. 

•We are using two techniques to survey the population: ‘corer’ samples which allow us to estimate adult pipi 
abundance and ‘kick net’ samples that are an effective measure of juvenile abundance 

•Pipi abundance is highly variable along the beach from NW to SE, from the low to high water mark, from day to day 
and even hourly (depending on tidal cycle). This spatial and temporal complexity makes it difficult to detect clear 
patterns with the amount of data we have collected and therefore we’ll need at least a year’s worth of sampling 
before more concrete patterns arise. 

•Nonetheless, it appears that pipi abundance, and the individual size of pipis is greater south of beach 1 compared 
to elsewhere on the beach. 

•We are also measuring beach slope and sand grain size 
as these are important environmental properties that 
affect pipi distribution (affects their ability to burrow and 
also the wave energy which brings them food). Areas of 
Venus Bay to the NW of beach 1 are generally flatter and 
have smaller grain size, two conditions that are sub-
optimal for pipis, regardless of harvesting effort. 

•We are surveying harvester effort along the beach to 
quantify how far people are willing to walk 

•I was unable to secure the required funds to cover Brien 
Robert’s PhD stipend and therefore he is not working on 
this project (FYI, he is instead doing a PhD with a 
colleague of mine at Charles Darwin University on barramundi). I have instead employed a research assistant, Dr 
Fletcher Warren-Myers to help with the fieldwork component of the project. Fletcher is out on every trip and covers 
for me during the University teaching period. 

 
Surveying a beach transect. Note the corer in 

Fletcher’s hand used to take standardised sand 

samples. 
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Saltmarsh Revegetation of bird hide and jetty area, Anderson Inlet 
 

The grant has been provided by Coast Care and it was awarded 4 years ago. During 2014 and 2015 a 
number of plantings have been completed on the site and more work done defining paths. Achieving 
revegetation at this site has been a challenge with some unexpected dry spells as in 2012 and 2015, halting 
planting. It is an area where kangaroos and probably rabbits graze regularly and has human visitation, 
mostly recreational: fishing, walking and bird watching. It is also a very wind-swept environment, exposed 
in the summer and often inundated during high tides in the winter months. 
 
After a disappointing start following the initial plantings there has been an upscale in protection of the 
plants and bamboo stakes and paper tree guards have been discarded for tomato stakes and wire guards 
(and some plastic). This is already proving to be a positive with many plants growing strongly. There has 
been plantings and maintenance during June concentrating on areas of the site where plants have not 
survived thus far. There is definition of paths and we are laying down more rough mulch to help with this 
and to provide protection for the plants during the summer period. 
 
There will be more general maintenance during the remainder of this year with consideration regarding 
the replanting of undeveloped areas in the following years planting season. I anticipate this project will 
continue over a number of years yet due in part to the difficult nature of the site necessitating it as a long 
term project. I would like to thank all who continue to be part of planting days and help maintain this 
special site. 
 
Heather Shimmen 
 

  

Jetty area showing 

saltmarsh revegetation 

despite the odds 
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Save Our Reserves - Community Land Stewardship in Venus Bay  

Unfortunately, despite the best efforts of the Friends and many other committed people, we were 
unsuccessful in saving Venus Bay Land from being listed and then voted for sale by South Gippsland Shire 
Council under their Strategic Land Sales Program. 
 
In December 2015 we were given four weeks to put in a submission to express our concern at the intention to sell six 

lots of Council owned Public Open Space (POS) at Venus Bay, out of a total of 23 blocks across the municipality. A 

protest meeting was held at the Venus Bay Community Centre in January where once again the community voiced its 

opposition to the sale of any public open space at Venus Bay.  Lorraine representing the Friends and Alyson Skinner 

representing the VBCC spoke to our joint submission at a closed session of council in February 2016.  At the Council 

meeting to vote on the issue, three of the six blocks were withdrawn from sale but three were listed to be sold. 

Then in July 2016 the next proposal was forwarded to sell 3-5 Marine Parade, Venus Bay as well as a block in Tarwin 

Lower next to the Memorial Hall, where the markets are held and the land is occupied by the craft shop selling local 

homemade goods. Once again community outrage was evident with a petition against the Tarwin Lower sale 

garnering many signatures. FVBP put in another submission against the Marine Parade sale, as did the VBCC and 

other individuals but although the Tarwin Lower site was saved from being sold we were not so lucky with the 

Marine Parade site which in a close vote in August was voted to be sold. The Council’s evaluation matrix used to 

gauge the suitability of the land for sale stated no sign of use, despite the surrounding neighbours spending hours 

weeding, planting and putting a seat on the site, which is obviously cared for and used regularly.  

We will not give up the fight! 

Tour de Tarwin stall. Koala Tree Project 
For the third year VBCC and FVBP held a joint stall at the Tour de Tarwin on Easter Saturday to promote the Koala 

Tree Project and distribute another 400 Gippsland Manna Gums to the local residents for a gold coin donation. It 

was once again very well received. A map was provided so that residents could mark where the trees were to be 

planted. The project is planned to be ongoing. Future aim is to create corridors and include public land. Reports were 

received of the excellent growth of trees from Easter 2014 and 2015. 

 

Grant received for wildlife shelter 2016 

Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula has received a Bald 
Hills Wind Farm Community Fund grant  
to upgrade facilities at Tarwin Wildlife Shelter & 

Rescue. 

The funding will help local wildlife carer Sue Moore to 

refurbish the shelter, especially for injured and 

orphaned Koala. The shelter provides voluntary wildlife 

rescue and rehabilitation services to the Tarwin 

Lower/Venus Bay region and beyond and is critical to 

the survival of wildlife in the region, especially iconic 

species under multiple threats such as Koala. 

Improvements to the shelter will assist the recovery of 

injured animals and large birds, and make difficult 

wildlife handling tasks a bit easier for our skilled and 

dedicated voluntary wildlife carers.  



14 
 

Thank you 

Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula Management Committee 

members, supporters and volunteers and 

Birdlife Australia, Dr Grainne Maguire 

Parks Victoria 

Coastcare Victoria, Bruce Atkin 

Tarwin Lower Venus Bay Association, Colin Suggett 

South Gippsland Landcare Network & Tarwin Landcare 

South Gippsland Shire Council, Chris Rankin 

Venus Bay Community Centre, Alyson Skinner 

West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority 

Department of Environment Land Water and Planning, Mick Dortmans 

National Asparagus Weeds Committee and the WoNS program 

Federal Government Envirofund 

Marine Ecological Solutions, Dr Greg Parry 

Victorian National Parks Association 

Bald Hills Wind Farm Community Grants 

Terri Allen & Mary Ellis 

South Gippsland Conservation Society 

Peter Wright 

Cr Kieran Kennedy 

 

 


