
Mammals of Venus Bay Peninsula  

 
The list of mammals that are or may well be in our district is quite long and 
diverse. First the natives: 
 

1. Short-beaked Echidna 
Common round Venus Bay. Solitary within a home range of 40-70 
hectares so if you often see an echidna it’s likely the same one. Will drink 
from ground level ponds in gardens. Active day or night. Avoids extremes 
of hot and cold weather. Feeds on ants, termites, beetle larvae, other soil 
invertebrates. Digs characteristic triangular shaped holes when feeding. 
Mates June-September, when you may see more than one at a time. A 
single egg each year. Juvenile is carried in pouch and weaned at about 8 
months. Shelters in logs, crevasses, burrows, litter.  

 
2, Antechinus 
Swamp Antechinus was confirmed in 2011. 

 
3. White-footed Dunnart 
Possible but unconfirmed.  

 
4. Bandicoots 
Bandicoots are thought to have been common round Venus Bay before 
the 1960s. Evidence of their presence now is slight - a scat here, signs of 
digging there, and the odd sighting tell us some have survived the 
predations of foxes and feral cats. The remaining population must be tiny. 
A project is underway to locate and identify them – most likely Southern 
Brown and/or Long nosed. They eat invertebrates and tubers in the soil. 
They scuttle rather than bound. If you were to see one digging it would 
look like a rabbit. Holes dug for food are the shape of small ice cream 
cones - conical and small with a neat pile of soil at the edge. Nests are 
made from living tufts of grass pulled shut around them.  

 
5. Koalas 
A few appear from time to time. If we plant more rough bark/coastal 
manna gums more koalas will come. 

 
6. Common Wombats 
Very common. Females are bigger than males. Eats grass, sedges and 
tubers. One offspring every two years.  

 
 
 
7. Eastern Pygmy Possum 
Found in our banksia woodland. Very hard to see. They are tiny. Head and 
body only 63-70 mm long. Look for them at night on banksia flowers. 

 



8. Sugar glider and feathertail glider 
Possible. Not confirmed. 

 
9. Common ringtail possum 
Very common round Venus Bay. White fur underneath, rufous on flanks, 
grey on back. Makes a nest in dense shrub or uses a tree hollow.  

 
10. Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Very common. 

 
11. Swamp or Black wallaby 
Common 

 
12. Bats. 
There are likely quite a few species but none confirmed by us. 

 
13. Water rat. Likely but unconfirmed. Look for it swimming. 

 
14. Swamp rat. Forms runways and extensive shallow burrow systems. 
Found in dune scrub.  

 
15. Bush rat.   

 
16. Seals, dolphins, whales. Also mammals but not listed here. 

 
Introduced mammals 

1. House mouse.  Common. 
2. Black rat. Common 
3. House cat. Common 
4. Red fox. Common 
5. European rabbit. Common 
6. Brown Hare. Not confirmed.  
7. Sambar and/or Hog Deer.  
Sambar deer are/were hunted around Middle Tarwin according to the 
Sentinel Times of 1972.  
Hog deer are said to be on the Peninsula. They are the smallest deer in 
Australia and are confined to the Cape Liptrap-Lake Tyers area of 
South Gippsland.  

 
 
We welcome comments, corrections, and additions to our information base. Main 
reference used to prepare this leaflet – Menkhorst P and Knight K, Field Guide to the 
Mammals of Australia, OUP, 2001 


