Have you seen this plant?
If so, stop it’s spread in
your local area!
The plant in question is called Bridal Creeper, classified as 1 of the 20 worst weeds in Australia because
it smothers all native vegetation in its path. Its bright green, glossy leaves make it easy to recognise.

Why should worry about bridal creeper?
Unlike other weeds that tend to only invade bare ground or disturbed
areas, bridal creeper has the ability to also invade healthy undisturbed
vegetation. Left uncontrolled, the plant can take over the ground
forming dense curtains that smother shrubs. This not only kills the
plants it smothers but prevents native plants from germinating and
growing.
How can I deal with it?
Control from March to August. Small seedlings can be manually
removed by using a hand pick to remove all rhizomes (roots) below the
soil (see photo on the right). All removed material should
be disposed of appropriately. Herbicide can be used to
treat larger plants. Biological control , a rust spore, can
also be used. A combination of these three methods is
often the best way to achieve control. Seek approval prior
to undertaking control on public land reserves.

Concerned about these
plants? No need to be,
these are the good guys!
A number of native coastal plants are easily confused as weeds or mistaken for Bridal Creeper. These
native plants provide groundcover habitat and should be looked upon as friend rather than foe.
Name: Seaberry Saltbush
(Rhagodia candolleana ssp.
Candoleana)
A dense scrambling shrub.
Semi-succulent dark green leaves, white
flowers from December to April. Small,
shiny and flat dark red berries in
Autumn. Found in sandy soil amongst
Coastal Banksia Woodlands, Dune Scrub
and Saltmarshes. Photo left and above
right courtesy of Lorraine Norden.

Interesting facts about native vegetation on your coastal property






Name: Small-leafed Clematis
(Clematis microphylia)
A medium sized climber. Oblong

shaped, dull green leaves to 30mm long.
Produces masses of cream flowers
starry flowers from July to Novembers.

Found in a range of coastal
environments. Photo courtesy of Ian
McGill.

Name: Bower Spinach
(Tetragonia implexicoma)
A succulent scrambling shrub. Thick,
bright green leaves 20-80cm long.
Scented small yellow flowers on long
stalks from August to September.
Found in well drained, sandy soil
amongst Coastal Banksia Woodlands,
Dune Scrub and Saltmarshes. Photo
courtesy of Ken Walker.

The red berries on Seaberry
Saltbush are a source of food for
lizards
Bower Spinach is useful for
stabilising sand dunes
Young shoots and leaves of Bower
Spinach are cooked like a
vegetable and eaten by the
Aborigines
Leaves of the Small-leafed
Clematis can relieve skin irritations
when used in moderation
The tap root of Small-leafed
Clematis is cooked and kneaded
by the Aborigines to make dough
A wide range of different native
plants will attract a wide range of
unique native animals such
echidnas, swamp wallabies and
eastern pygmy possums

Eastern pygmy possums feed on nectar
from Banksia flowers at night. Photo
courtesy of P. Bell.

Where can I get further help?
If unsure seek informed advice prior to removing or spraying plants. Visit
www.southgippslandweeds.com.au or arrange a site visit with Landcare Project Officer, Kate Williams to
discuss control options on T: 5662 5759 or email
katew@wgcma.vic.gov.au.
Thank you to the Friends of Venus Bay Peninsula Inc. for your contribution to this flyer.
This project is supported by Coastcare Victoria Community Grants– a joint program
delivered in partnership between the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country and
the Department of Sustainability and Environment’s Coast Action/Coastcare program.

